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THE VILLAGES OF RANCHO DEL ORO ASSOCIATION
TEXT OF PROPOSED RULE AMENDMENT

July 7, 2026

Dear Homeowner,

The Master Board is proposing the following amendment to the Hardscape and Softscape rule, as
outlined in Article Ill, Section 3.16(b), be implemented and adopted as part of the Master Association’s
Supplementary Rules and Resolutions:

» Pursuant to Civil Code Section 4360(a), the purpose of this amendment is to provide homeowners
and Architectural Review Committees with clearer, objective standards regarding front yard
landscaping requirements. By establishing a minimum percentage of required softscape and
clarifying what materials qualify as softscape, the amendment is intended to promote consistent
application of the Association’s architectural standards, preserve the community’s landscaped
appearance, and reduce misunderstandings regarding compliance with front yard landscaping
requirements.

CURRENT RULE (Article lll, Section 3.16(b). —Hardscape and Softscape):
In front yard areas, a substantial portion must consist of softscape (live plant material or RDO-
approved artificial turf; see Section 3.16(c) below) rather than hardscape; decorative rock, gravel,
bark, paving stones, etc. may not be used as a primary landscape material but may be used to
surround or as mulch for softscape; and softscape should be utilized to fragment or otherwise
divide hardscape. A driveway may be widened to the width of the garage, with a full arc application
filed prior to the start of the project. A driveway extension wider than the garage MUST COMPLY
WITH ALL THE FOLLOWING: (1) APPROVAL BY THE ARC COMMITTEE; (2) MUST HAVE A MINIMUM
SOFTSCAPE BUFFER OF 2 FEET BETWEEN THE DRIVEWAY EXTENSION AND THE SIDE PROPERTY LINE;
(3) MUST NOT EXTEND MORE THAN 4 FEET ON EITHER SIDE OF THE GARAGE; (4) ALSO, MUST NOT
EXTEND, COUNTING BOTH SIDES OF THE GARAGE, MORE THAN 6 FEET IN TOTAL (CUMULATIVE).

Hardscape examples: concrete, pavers, DG, mulch, bricks, etc.

Softscape examples: grass, live plants, trees, succulents, artificial turf, etc.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT (Article lll, 3.16(b). —Hardscape and Softscape):

A minimum of 51% of the front yard area, excluding the original driveway, must consist of softscape
(live plant material planted in the ground or RDO-approved artificial turf; see Section 3.16(c) below)
rather than hardscape. Potted plants do not qualify as softscape for purposes of these
requirements. Decorative rock, gravel, bark, paving stones, etc. may not be used as a primary
landscape material but may be used to surround or as mulch for softscape; and softscape should be
utilized to fragment or otherwise divide hardscape. A driveway may be widened to the width of the
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garage, with a full ARC application filed prior to the start of the project. A driveway extension wider
than the garage MUST COMPLY WITH ALL THE FOLLOWING: (1) APPROVAL BY THE ARC
COMMITTEE; (2) MUST HAVE A MINIMUM SOFTSCAPE BUFFER OF 2 FEET BETWEEN THE DRIVEWAY
EXTENSION AND THE SIDE PROPERTY LINE; (3) MUST NOT EXTEND MORE THAN 4 FEET ON EITHER
SIDE OF THE GARAGE; (4) ALSO, MUST NOT EXTEND, COUNTING BOTH SIDES OF THE GARAGE,
MORE THAN 6 FEET IN TOTAL (CUMULATIVE).

Hardscape examples: concrete, pavers, DG, mulch, bricks, etc.

Softscape examples: grass, artificial turf, live plants and trees that are planted in the ground, etc.

The proposed amendment is now open for a 28-day member comment period, as required by Civil
Code Section 4360. Please provide any comments about the proposed changes to gm@myrdo.com no
later than August 17, 2026. The Board will review all comments and consider adoption of the proposed
amendment at their August 27, 2026 Board Meeting beginning at 6:00 p.m.

Best Regards,

Tl o

Rebecca Warrillow, CMCA
Onsite Community Manager
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